Announcement ( version 10 October 2007)
Technical Meeting and Stakeholder Outreach Workshop on 

Minimizing Impacts of Palm Oil and Biofuel Production in Se Asia 

On Peatlands, Biodiversity and Climate Change 
Contact: Faizal Parish [fparish@genet.po.my]

31 October – 2 November 2007

Background

Peatlands are one of the most important natural ecosystems in Se Asia. They cover 30 million ha and provide many benefits for industry and communities in Se Asia through timber and non-timber forest products, water resource management and flood control as well as carbon storage and climate regulation. They are also important for biodiversity conservation. Governments in the ASEAN region have recognized the importance of peatlands and in November 2006, Ministers of the 10 ASEAN Member Countries endorsed the ASEAN Peatland Management Strategy (2006-2020) which agreed inter alia to promote sustainable management of peatlands and protect and improve the function of peatlands for carbon storage and sequestration. The Malaysian and Indonesian Governments, with the largest areas of peatland in the region, have implemented a number of measures for the protection and sustainable use of peatlands 

In the past 30 years, some peatlands in the region have been developed for agricultural purposes including for plantation crops such as palm oil as well as other crops.  Oil palm is now a major contributor to the economy of several countries. Although a relatively small proportion of palm oil in countries like Malaysia is on peatlands at present (about 6%) there are proposals to expand palm oil on peatlands in the future. Significant research has been undertaken by a number of government institutions and the private sector to identify the best management practices for agriculture, plantations and forestry in peat areas to maximise yields and minimise environmental impacts. It is important that these experiences are well documented and shared.  

In the past five years increasing focus has been placed on the sustainability of palm oil and other crops. Many members of the palm oil Industry as well as other stakeholders have collaborated in the Round Table on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO).  RSPO has developed wide-ranging Principles and Criteria for Sustainable Palm Oil which has been accepted by member organizations and are in the process of being tested and refined.  Recently several new and emerging issues have been raised in relation to peatland management including the need to prevent peatland fires and associated transboundary haze and also the issue of carbon storage and climate change.  Peatlands in Se Asia have recently been identified as one of the largest carbon stores in the region – storing nearly 50 billion tonnes of carbon.  At the same time, concerns have been raised from some stakeholders on the rapid expansion of plantations on peatlands in some parts of the region and the potential impact that may have on the long term carbon stocks and carbon emissions.   There is a need for sharing of views from different stakeholders on these issues.

With the emerging global markets for carbon financing there is a significant opportunity for countries in the region to benefit from carbon trading and other incentive measures to reduce carbon emissions.  Another new opportunity in the region is the development of biofuels from palm oil and other crops.  However in order to penetrate international biofuel markets – there is a need to demonstrate that such crops are either carbon neutral or lead to significant reductions in Greenhouse gas emissions. Further work is needed on this issue to provide appropriate guidance.

In order to throw light on some  of these questions and to come with some common perspectives between different stakeholders it is proposed to organize a technical workshop with the input from key experts and practitioners from the palm oil and biofuel industries together with peatland management and climate change experts.   The workshop would also enable the showcasing of best management practices for peatlands in the region including options for increasing yield and reducing emissions through better water management in existing plantations on peatlands; and fire prevention and rehabilitation of forest in abandoned plantations and adjacent areas.

Workshop
A three day workshop is proposed to address this issue – divided into two parts.  Firstly a two day technical meeting will review the issues and then a one day stakeholder meeting will share initial findings with a broader audience.   The two day technical meeting will involve about 40 experts to update and synthesize information on the extent, trends and impacts of peatland clearance and drainage for palm oil plantations and other purposes in South-east Asia, review options to minimise impact of oil palm and other plantations on peatlands and climate change and identify options for rehabilitation of degraded peatlands for both conservation and production purposes. Subsequently a one day stakeholder outreach workshop will be organized to share key findings from the technical meeting to seek input from about 100 members of the palm oil and biofuel industries and other stakeholders. 
Proposed Objectives 

1. Share information on the nature and impacts of development of peatlands for palm oil plantation on biodiversity and climate change and implications for biofuel production.

2. Share experiences and best practices to minimize impacts and maintain production of oil palm plantation on peatlands.
3. Review options to rehabilitate degraded peatlands for production and conservation purposes. 
Proposed participants for workshop
It is proposed that the workshop will be restricted to 40-50 experts drawn from the following fields

· Experts on peatland management  

· Experts on peatland greenhouse gas emissions and climate change

· Oil palm industry experts

· Biofuel Industry experts

The stakeholder outreach event will likely be open-ended and may attract 100-120 people.

Co-organisers

· Global Environment Centre

· Wetlands International

· Global Carbon Project
· BP 

· ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity 

Sponsors
· Asia Pacific Network on Global Change Research  - APN 
· BP Biofuels 

Held in Association with the: 
· Malaysian Palm Oil Association (MPOA)

· Round Table on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) ( to be confirmed)
TECHNICAL WORKSHOP - 31 OCTOBER-1 NOVEMBER
Proposed Programme
Day 1  -  31 October 2007
8.30 am

Registration 

9.00 am

Opening remarks 

9.10 am 

Introduction to objectives and process of workshop 

Session 1 

Overview papers

9.20 am 

Peatlands, biodiversity and climate change

9.40 am

Best Management Practices for Palm oil on peat

10.00 am

Options for rehabilitation of degraded peatlands

10.20 am

Q & A

10.30 am

Coffee break

Session 2 – Group Discussions (3 Groups – concurrent sessions)

Group A – Nature and options for reducing GHG Emission from drained Peat

Group B – Best Management Practices (BMP) for palm oil/biofuel production on peat lands 

Group C – Options for restoration and utilization of degraded peatlands and associated biodiversity 
10.45 am
Presentations from 2-3 key experts in each group on key issues to stimulate discussion



11.15 am
Input from all groups members to share experiences and key perspectives (5 min each)

12.15 pm 

Initial Discussion

1.00 pm

Lunch

2.00 - 5.00 pm

Discussion to develop recommendations and conclusion related to:

a. consensus on key issues

b. identifying examples/case studies 

c. areas of future action

Day 2

1 November 2007
Session 3 – Groups Discussions (continued)

9.00 am 

Refining recommendations and conclusions from discussion on 1st day

1.00 pm 

Lunch 

Session 4    Plenary – conclusions and recommendations
2.00 pm

Plenary: Presentation from each group to the and Q & A (30 min each) 

3.30 pm

Coffee break

3.45 pm 

Plenary : Overall Conclusion and Recommendations 

5.00 pm

End of workshop 

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH WORKSHOP 

2nd November 2007
Proposed Programme
8.00 – 8.430 am
Registration 
8.30 – 9.15 am
Opening Session

Opening remarks by Representative of Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities ( to be confirmed)
9.15 – 9.45 am 
Keynote address 

Findings from the technical workshop (31 October-1 November) on minimizing impacts of palm oil and bio fuel production in SE Asia on peatlands and climate change 
9.45 - 10.00
 
Coffee break

10.00 – 11.15
Session A: Plantations, Peatlands, and Sustainability
Paper 1 – Measures being taken to promote sustainability of palm oil (RSPO/MPOA)

Paper 2 – Presentation of key points from WG B of the technical workshop on Best Management Practices (BMP) for palm oil/biofuel production on peat lands 
Paper 3 – Experience with plantations in Indonesia or Malaysia
Q&A
11.15 – 12.30 pm
Session B: Peatlands, Biodiversity and Climate change
Paper 4 – International and regional frameworks for  Peatlands, Biodiversity and Climate Change (GEC) 
Paper 5 – Presentation of key points from WG A of the technical workshop on Nature and options for reducing GHG Emission from drained Peat

Paper 6 – Presentation of key points from WG C of the technical workshop on Options for restoration and utilization of degraded peatlands and associated biodiversity 
Q&A
12.30-2.30 pm

Lunch and prayers
2.30 – 3.30 pm
Session C: Minimizing GHG emissions from Biofuel production
Paper 7 – Overview of GHG emissions from Land use change including emissions from other biofuels (Pep Canadell, Global Carbon Project)
Paper 8 'Drivers for carbon and sustainability reporting - the development and practical implementation of these (BP Biofuels) 
Paper 9 Life cycle assessment on emissions of GHG from palm oil plantations (SIRIM)

Q&A

3.30 – 4.00 pm
Coffee Break

4.00 - 5.30 pm
Interactive Panel Session 
Chaired by Mr Teoh Cheng Hai (Chairman of RSPO RT5 Organising Committee) with key stakeholder representatives from environment, plantation, government and other stakeholder groups.
5.30 pm 

End of workshop 

PAGE  
1

